This dissertation explores the sentential structures of Japanese, of both matrix and embedded clauses, with special attention given to the configurational relation between a predicate head X° and its arguments.
sible in Japanese. A leading idea pursued here is that crucial factors determining the configurational relations are (i) whether a head goes through syntactic head movement (Travis 1984 , Baker 1988 and (ii) whether a head is syntactically filled or empty (Emonds 1985) . Among the sentence types researched are included not only sentences with single verbs, but also predicate attribute sentences, complex verb sentences containing causative, desiderative and potential suffixes, and a representative range of embedded sentences.
In relation to head movement, I argue for a strict structural case marking analysis in the spirit of Takezawa (1987) and Morikawa (1989) and show that the configurational relations between case-assigning heads and NPs are directly mirrored by morphological case. Both SPEC-HEAD agreement and government are motivated as case assigning mechanisms, the former being reserved, however, for only subject-predicate relations.
A central discovery here is that the functional categories in Japanese, C, I, and D, each uniformly assign one and only one so-called nominative case ga, this in turn supports the existence of functional categories as a class.
Another effect of head movement, via case marking, relates to possible positions for subjects and their associated configurational meanings. That is, the two well-known interpretations of NP-#a, neutral and 
